
Mediaschemes  and  Nightscapes

script
the ‘story’ of intended use that 
artifact have inscribed in them 
and the difference between this 
designed intend and actual use 
of technological artifacts 
(latour 1992, Akrich 1992)

mediation
human-technology relations 
and the translations these 
relations evoke (Ihde 1990, 
Verbeek 2008)
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mediaschemes
how and to what extend are 
new media saturated in 
society (Winkel 2006, van 
Mensfoort 2008)

In Dutch city centres, also called 
‘nightscapes’, policy makers aim at 

creating a safe and pleasant 
experience. Surveillance networks 

serve this goal. 

A mayor part of this network 
consists of cameras (CCTV). My 

research aims at understanding the 
workings of these top down, static 

cameras in relation to new, 
bottom-up mobile cameras of 

visitors (OCTV). How do users and their 
technologies  (an actor-network) 

co-shape the city centre? 

Empirical research (observations, 
interventions, interviews and 
ethnography) need to provide 

insights in these workings. 

Via theories from mediastudies and 
philosophy of technology this data is 
analysed. Finally, recommendations 
and design direction are provided 

for these nightscapes


